Malignant lymphoma among homosexual men has unique characteristics that may help to define cases related to the current AIDS epidemic. Median survival, despite treatment, for 27 patients so defined was eight months, according to a report in the Journal of the American Medical Association.
Alexandra M. Levine, MD, of the University of Southern California School of Medicine, and colleagues report that the sites and accompanying symptoms of malignant lymphoma found in 27 homosexual men differed markedly from characteristics of the same disease in 11 heterosexual patients.
"Of the homosexual lymphoma patients, 85% presented with disease in extranodal sites (other than the lymph nodes), including the central nervous system and rectum, and 81 % had reversed T-helper/suppressor ratios," the researchers say Twenty of these patients were tested for HTLV-III antibody; 13 of 15 (87%) with high-grade lymphoma and two of five (40%) with low-grade disease were antibody-positive.
The disease is usually confined to the lymph nodes, the researchers point out.
Among the 11 heterosexuals with highgrade lymphoma, only four 06%) had extranodal disease, with central nervous system involvement present in one (9%). Only one of the heterosexual patients had antibody to HTLV-Ill.
"Malignant lymphomas occurring in homosexual men are distinctive, both pathologically and clinically, when compared with prior series of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma or to the current heterosexual lymphoma cases diagnosed during the same period," the researchers say "The acquired immunodeficiency syndrome-related lymphomas in homosexual men are extranodal, high-grade, Blymphoid tumors, associated with exposure to HTLV-1I1 and unusual clinical characteristics," the researchers conclude. Optimal treatment for these patients has not been found, they add. Most of their homosexual patients have died as a result of underlying lymphoma, JUNE 1986; VOL. 34, NO. 6 
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